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What’s new 

•Safety Briefing 

December 2022 EC News Page 4



LEADERSHIP

LEADERSHIP TRANSITION

Dr Jonathan Perlin – New 
CEO – March 2022

EVP/COO transition plan

PRIORITIES

Health Care Equity 

Environmental Sustainability

Workforce 

Standards Simplification 
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PRIORITIES

LD.04.03.08 Healthcare Equity 
Standard Effective Jan 
2023 LD.04.03.08: 
Reducing health care 
disparities for the 
hospital’s patients is a 
quality and safety priority.

• Elements of performance 

-related 
social needs 

data 

informed 

- Becomes NPSG July 2023 

- Health Care equity 
Certification  Launch July 2023

Environmental 
Sustainability/ 

Decarbonization

CMS role 

• Created Climate Control and Health Equity 

TJC role 

• External 

• Review existing standards and survey methods to identify 
ways we may contribute to waste and CO2 emissions 

•
reduce waste and CO2 emissions 

• Internal 
•
•

group that is identifying other opportunities to further 
this goal



Workforce

• Challenges 
• Staff burnout and recruitment & retention
•

• Joint Commission support 

existing standards

Standards 
Simplification

• Effectively address an ongoing quality and safety issue 
• Are not redundant with other requirements 
• Have not evolved with contemporary practice 
• Require more time and resources to comply with the requirement 

than the estimated benefit to patient care and health outcomes 

Review each requirement to determine if they: 

Timeline 

• Review complete by Dec 2022 

• Implement Jan 2023 

• Manual updates Feb 2023 

• Next steps
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•EC and LS Standards Impacted (so far..)
Physical Environment Requirements Deleted – February 19, 2023

First part of this initiative resulted in deletion of below EPs
EC.02.01.03, EP 1 redundant to LS.02.01.70, EP 1
LS.02.01.40, EP 2 redundant with other “catch-all” EPs

HAP and CAH Standard EC.02.01.03: 
EC.02.01.03, EP 1:
patients in specific circumstances are defined.

• Note: The scope of this EP is concerned with all smoking types—tobacco, electronic, or other.

AMB Standard EC.02.01.03:
• EC.02.01.03, EP 1: 
• Note: The scope of this EP is concerned with all smoking types—tobacco, electronic, or other.

HAP and CAH Standard 
• LS.02.01.40:

• LS.02.01.40, EP 2: The hospital meets all other Life Safety Code®* automatic extinguishing requirements related to 
NFPA 101-2012: 18/19.4.2.
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SCORING TRENDS



Reminder – SAFER definition (Perspectives Jan 2017)
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Top Ten Environment 
of Care Findings

01/01/2022 – 12/31/2022 HAP/CAH EC

Physical Space

Labeling utility system controls

Non-high –

Selecting, storing, handling

Furnishings and equipment

Clean and free from odors

Critical pressure & humidity

Cylinder management

Non critical pressure

SAFER
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Top Ten Life Safety 
Findings

01/01/2022 – 12/31/2022 HAP/CAH LS

Penetrations

Catch all…

Fire doors

Ceiling membrane

18” issue

Obstructions in exits

SAFER

Life Safety Code Surveyors Average RFI’s per 
Survey

Full Hospital Surveys

2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014

17.04 16.33 13.13 10.96 11.17 10.52

“C” Category & OFI’sSAFER & “See it / Cite 
it”

2020 

14.01

COVID

2021 

15.5

2022 

17.64
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Temperature and relative 
humidity in the OR 
environment

Based upon
NFPA Code

Requirements

When the space was built or 
approved…

Guidelines for Design and 
Construction of Hospitals, 2018 
(NEW), published by the Facility 
Guidelines Institute (EC.02.06.05 EP1).

S&C Memos

• 4/19/2013 S&C: 13-25-LSC & ASC

• 2/20/2015 S&C: 15-27 Hospital, 
CAH, ASC

•
supplies and equipment…

• Surgical lights

• Bovie



Can
temperatures be

outside of
established range

in operating
rooms?

• Any examples are for illustrative purposes only.

The Joint Commission references NFPA 99-2012 Chapter 9,
that requires the use of ASHRAE 170-2008, Ventilation Table 
7-1. This document provides allowances to exceed minimum 
temperature ranges.  To use this exception, it must be done 
by following the established .  In 
accordance with the allowances, the policy or formal process 
must be limited to cases based on either surgeon, patient, or 
procedure. It is not acceptable to consistently maintain 
temperatures outside of the required ranges
•
case-by-case basis.  Once the surgical procedure has been 
completed the temperature is to be returned to the normal 
range.   Additionally, when the temperature is temporarily 

expectation that relative humidity levels remain below 60%.

Reference EC.02.05.01 EP 15

Temperature

• The recommended temperature range in an operating 
room is between 68°F and 75°F.  (FGI 170-2008)

• CENTRAL MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SUPPLY 
• Temperature range 72 to 78 F 

Excursions

• For critical spaces, to include operating rooms, standard 
EC.02.05.01 EP 15 uses the 2008 ASHRAE 170, Ventilation 
Table 7-1. 
• Note "l" has an allowance to deviate from the prescribed 
temperature ranges. It states, "lower or higher temperature 
shall be permitted when patients' comfort and/or medical 
conditions required those conditions."
• Note “o” states, “Surgeons or surgical procedures may 
require room temperatures, ventilation rates, humidity 
ranges, and/or air distribution methods that exceed the 
minimum indicated ranges”.  
• As a result, may 

patient, surgeon and or procedure requirements. This is 
inferred by Note “o” as the guidance begins with “Surgeons 
or surgical procedures” 
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INTERIM LIFE 
SAFETY MEASURES 
(ILSM)



ILSM Cautions…

Do not be 
overly 

onerous…

Does everyday 
mean 7 days a 

Who needs to 
–

simple!

Fire drill 
apathy…

Tied to ILSM is Fire Watch…

State and 
local 

requirements

NFPA 
requirements

OSHA 
requirements
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CONFUSING EXITS?

LSCSs want you to know cont.….

–
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RPTs?

RPT’S
– Let’s start with the NFPA 

requirements (NFPA 99-2012)

TIA 12-5 August 2013

EXAMPLES…

– An example of not acceptable  -

– Example of an ‘assembly’
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PHE STATUS
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•Public Health Emergency (PHE)

PHE 
ends 

May 11, 
2023

1135 waivers 
expire: May 11

Resume 
full team 

on all 
events –
Q2 goal

complete by Q1 
2023
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Sentinel Events (EC 
related)
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Hospital within a 
hospital (reminder)



Hospital within a
hospital

• The host hospital has a tenant hospital 
within the hospital

• For example, occupying a floor

• Survey process…

• This space or ‘floor’ is surveyed during 
the host hospital’s survey if both TJC 
accredited

• If host is not TJC accredited a LSCS will 
be assigned to the tenant’s survey
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Field Director
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